
 

 

May’s Hack: 9 Lines Tee or Sweater 

 

 
 
This month’s hack draws inspiration from vogue s-4223 and from 
standaway collars of the 1960’s.  This hack features a method to 
make long sleeves for the Blank Canvas Tee.  The underarm is cut 
with a one-piece gusset to allow for free range of movement with 
the closely-cut long sleeves.  9 lines of twin-needle pintucking 
embellish the neckline.  The neckline may be either finished with a 
plain knit binding or a 2” standaway collar.  One shoulder may 
fasten with buttons and loops, with an underlay.   
 



Each element of the design is described individually, so you can 
pick and choose which elements to use.   
 
It is recommended to use your favorite TNT tee pattern for this 
hack.  I use my own free pattern- the Blank Canvas Tee.  Do not 
use this hack with a t-shirt pattern you haven’t already tried and 
tweaked for ease preferences. 
 

You will need: 

 
o Base pattern (see above) 
o Polytrace, tracing paper or some other semi-transparent 

medium to make your pattern. 
o Pens 
o Long ruler 
o Tape measure 
o Short ruler 
o Pins 
o Scissors 

 
 
I’m trying something new with the formatting this month.  If you 
have any questions during the process, please email me- 
stephc@3hourspast.com. 
 
This cut works well with lightweight fabrics if simplified- my 
layering tee version of this hack has a simple neck binding and no 
buttons on the shoulder.   
 
My heavyweight version is made in a thick merino jersey, slightly 
felted.  It’s like lightweight polar fleece.  The heaviness of the 
fabric can take more involved design details like the button and 
loop placket and the standaway collar.   
 
Alternatively, you can skip drafting the button placket and just sew 
buttons on the shoulder seam for embellishment.  Have fun! 







































































































May’s Hack: 9 Lines Tee or Sweater 
 

 
 

The design details on this top include: 
• Long sleeves 
• One-piece underarm gusset 
• Pintucked embellishment 
• Standaway collar 
• Button and loop placket on one shoulder. 

 
Some or all of these details may be used, depending on the fabric 
and the taste of the wearer.  The instructions will clearly show each 
design feature; if you decide not to make the collar, then it will be 
easy to skip the collar instructions without missing a vital step. 



 

You Will Need: 
 
• 1.5-2m / yards light to heavy weight knit 

fabric with moderate stretch.  The collar and 
shoulder button placket may not work well with 
a lighter weight fabric. 

• Matching thread 
• Twin needles- to make the pintucks.  
• Ballpoint needles- because sharps will ruin your 

fabric, even if it doesn’t show until after a wash 
or two.  Always use ballpoints on knits.  

• (4-6) !” (1.2cm) buttons- shanked buttons work 
better. 

 
Transfer  a l l  markings for  
embel l i shment and al l  dots  to  fashion 
fabr i c .   Important .   You wi l l  make a 
hot  mess without the markings .  
 

Sewing Instructions: (use a “lightning bolt” stitch 

or a long and narrow zig-zag for seam construction so 
your garment doesn’t fall apart under stress.) 
 
Embellished 9 Lines- 
Using the twin needles and with the tension on your machine turned up to 
7-9, stitch along the lines marked.  If desired, you can also stitch another line 
on either side of the first line you marked.  This helps the embellishment 
stand out more. 



 

 
Construction of the Top- 

 
Stabilize back shoulder seams using !” (1.2cm) wide strips of fusible 
interfacing.   
 
Fuse a piece of lightweight interfacing to the underarm gusset section on the 
front and back pieces.  Transfer all dots.  I’m not going to warn you again.  
Transfer sewing lines, it will help you.  DO NOT CLIP YET. 

 
Stitch one front piece to one back piece at the shoulder seam.  Finish, press 
to back.  For heavier weight fabrics, top-stitch through the seam allowance 
1/8” (3mm) from the seam. 
 

Construction of the Collar- 
 
Fuse the interfacing to the collar.  The collar piece should be a rectangle the 
same length as your neckline.  The interfacing should cover !” of this 
(lengthwise). 
 

 
 
Fold the collar along the marked foldine, wrong sides together, and press.  
Open it out, and fold it in half lengthwise with the right sides in and pin to 



hold it in place.  Don’t press.  Stitch along the marked stitching line for a 
rounded collar or simply stitch the short straight end for a straight collar. 
 
Trim the fabric close to the stitching and turn the collar.  Press. 
 
To give the collar extra heft, top-stitch near the outside edge of the collar.  
Echo each line of top-stitching 1/8”-1/4” (3-6mm) from the previous one.  
Several lines of top-stitching creates a stiff collar. 
 

 
 
Fold the collar in half.  Fold it in half again.   On the raw edge to be pinned 
to the top: at each fold, place a pin.  These mark each quarter of the collar. 
  
Set that aside and pick up the top.  Focus on the neckline.  Fold the neckline 
in half, then in half again.  Mark each quarter with pins, the same as the 
collar.  The pins on the collar will line up to the pins on the shirt when you 
align the raw edges. 
 
Line up the raw edges of the collar and the neckline- right sides together.  
Match up the pinmarks you made.  If necessary, ease the neckline a little.  
The end of the collar should stop short !” (6mm) from the raw edge of the 
shoulder seam. 
 
Sew.  Finish.  Press toward body and top-stitch in place. 
 
**For a top with binding around the neckline instead of a collar, use 
the binding technique of your choice.  This method is recommended. 



 
Construct ion o f  the  Shoulder  Button and Loop 
Placket -  to omit this step, simply sew the second shoulder seam in the same manner 

as the first, and skip to the sleeve instructions. 
 
Overlock/serge/zig-zag each raw shoulder edge. 
 
Stitch the shoulder seam from the arm-opening edge to 2” along the 
shoulder.  Backstitch carefully.  Press just the seam open. 
 

 
 
On the right side of the front shoulder edge, pin the button underlap piece.  
The edges don’t need any special treatment.  The end of the underlap piece 
with overlap with the sewn shoulder seam.  You want that.   Sew the 
underlap to the front edge of the shoulder from neckline to the place where 
the shoulder seam begins.  Overlock/serge/zigzag if desired. 
 



 
 
Open out the underlap and press the seam towards the underlap.  Top-
stitch close to the seam, through the seam allowances. 
 

  
 
To make the button loops- Grab a 1” (2.5cm) wide and approximately 10” 
(25cm) long piece of fashion fabric and pull it with your hands, making a 
string.  Pull it several times until the string won’t lengthen any more.  Cut as 
many 1” pieces as you have buttons.  Set aside. 
 



 
 
On the back shoulder edge, place a pin at the neck edge and just before the 
shoulder seam.   
 

 
 
Divide the space between the two by the number of buttons you have.  You 
can fold it or measure and divide the distance.  Use a pin to mark each 
divided section.  Each pin marks a button loop placement. 
 
 



 

 
Starting at one end, use one button loop piece and carefully pin it to the 
back shoulder seam as shown.  Match the raw edges, don’t twist the loop.  
Repeat for every loop.   
 
 



 
Stitch them in place, !” (6mm) from the edge. 
 



 
 
Fold the back shoulder edge with loops attached under along the stitching 
line.  Press.  Stitch in place. 
 
Pin the placket shut and mark the placement for each button.  Stitch 
buttons in place as marked.  If you do not use shank buttons, you must 
shank your buttons. 
 

Construct ion o f  the  s l e eves-  
 
Hem or bind the bottom edges of the sleeves. 
 
Using the hash marks as a guide, align the top of the sleeve piece with the 
bottom arm-opening edges on the garment.  Right sides together, pin, sew, 
finish, press seam toward sleeve.  Top-stitch if desired.   
 

 
 



Construct ion o f  the  Gusse t  Sec t ions-  (take a l i t t l e  

breath and fo l low the instruc t ions prec i se ly  and al l  wi l l  be  wel l .  Truly . )  
 

 
 
You should have two gusset pieces.  They should look like this.  Transfer 
the dots to the gusset pieces.  Really.  Do it. 
 
Stitch the underarm seams from the sleeve hems to the dot at the underarm.  
Carefully backstitch.  This is a point to pay attention and be careful. 
 
Stitch the side seams from the lower edge to the dots.  Precision now makes 
your gusset painless. 



 

 
Carefully cut up to the underarm dot on the garment pieces.  Align 
one dot on one corner of the gusset piece to the underarm dot.  Pin 
right at the dot.  Match another corner dot on the gusset to a dot at 
the top of a seam.  Pin carefully on the dot.  The raw edges will not 
match up.   
 
Then stitch from one dot to the other, backstitching at the beginning 
and the end of the seam.  Make sure not to catch any other layers of 
the garment in the stitching.  If you do, pull the stitches out because 
it will cause a pucker.  It is better to sew just short of the dots than to 
overshoot them and make puckers. 
 



 

 

Sew one side, then the opposite side, then a third side and a fourth 
side, matching dots on the gusset to dots on the blouse.  Repeat for the 
other side.  Once you stitch the first side, the second side is easier and the 
last two are a piece of cake. 

 

 

 
Double check that your gusset has no puckers.  If it is puckered at a 

corner, you probably sewed too far through a dot and it can be fixed by 
unpicking a few stitches.   



 
 

Once it is smooth, finish the raw edges.  You may have to finish 

each seam separately.  Press the gusset carefully over a tailor’s ham or a 

rolled up towel as shown.  Repeat gusset steps for the other side. 

 

Finishing: Hem the bottom as desired. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 


